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Rain and Water
Such a great thing! But can create issues for the hom

e landscape.

Erosion
O

r Just Too M
uch A

ll A
t O

nce
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Rain Gardens, Dry Creek Beds and French Drains
They help to slow

 dow
n storm

 w
aters allow

ing for m
ore absorption into the soil.

They help clean sedim
ent and chem

icals from
 runoff.

They can be sim
ple.



O
r extravagant system
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Site and Size
Steep slopes are diffi

cult. Rain gardens are typically w
ide and som

ew
hat flat, w

hich 
m

eans on a slope it w
ill require extra soil and engineering on the dow

nhill side. 

O
ften used to catch w

ater from
 dow

nspouts and pavem
ent, be sure to site them

 aw
ay 

from
 foundation w

alls.

Average 100-300 square feet. M
any factors for how

 m
uch w

ater a rain garden w
ill 

handle…Rule of Thum
b… you probably cant m

ake one too big and even a sm
all garden 

is beneficial! 

W
ater 6 inches deep is great. Plan to dig deeper to allow

 for base m
aterials like 2” of 

com
post and 2” for m

ulch. For starters!
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Do A Test
D

ig a hole about 1 foot deep w
hen soil is m

oderately dry.

A
 post hole digger w

orks great.

If hole fills w
ith any ground w

ater you w
ill need a different site or a different plan.

Fill it w
ith w

ater and check at regular intervals.

12 hours = excellent drainage

24 hours = good

48 hours = acceptable
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French or not so French
A

 French drain is a hole or trench often filled w
ith gravel and/or m

an-m
ade products 

that take w
ater in either from

 a dow
nspout, catch basin or w

et area and then allow
 the 

w
ater to absorb back out.   - m

uch larger trench, m
ore m

aterials, m
ore $

A
 N

ot-So-French drain is a solid pipe that transfers w
ater from

 one location to another. 

Both can rem
ove and transfer w

ater. Both M
U

ST have an out or overflow
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Not-So-French
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Path.  Dry Creek.  Drainage.  All of the above?
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And our fave, Dry Creeks…!
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Questions…???

Jason Loseke  (Low
-ski)
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